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gents continued their successful resistance and the Ottoman
Empire in Europe should crumble to pieces, Austria was
to annex part of Bosnia, Russia was to regain the part of
Bessarabia lost in 1856 and territories on the eastern shore
of the Black Sea [in which Austria had no interest]; Bul-
garia and Rumelia were to be autonomous; additions of
territory were to be given to Serbia, Montenegro and Greece;
and Constantinople was to be erected into a free city.14
By this Reichstadt Agreement Gorchakov had secured
Austria's agreement in principle to the partition of Turkey,
The terms, as Andrassy conceived them, were exceedingly
favorable for Austria, The agreement contemplated the
development of a number of small, weak states in the
Balkans, but expressly excluded the creation of a large,
strong Slav state, whether Serbian or Bulgarian, which
would have naturally affiliated itself with Russia on racial
and religious grounds and have been a menace to Austria.
Moreover, by the stipulation that Austria might annex
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Austria would assure the safety
of her -outlying Dalmatian possessions, would check the
danger from the growing nationalist aspirations of the Serbs,
and would acquire territory which might be regarded as
compensation for the loss of Venetia in 1866. Andrassy,
who had originally been opposed to the break-up of the
14 Reichstadt "agreement" is a misnomer, since there was a misunder-
standing from the outset. No formal document was drawn up, "agreed
upon," and signed at Reichstadt. After the meeting, the Austrian and
Russian ministers each dictated his own recollection of the substance of
the views exchanged. This explains many marked differences between
the Austrian and Russian versions of the "agreement" as printed respec-
tively by Wertheimer (Graf Mius Andrdssy, II, 322 ff.) and by the Bol-
sheviks in Krasnyi Arkhiv (Moscow, 1922), I, 36. According to the Rus-
sian version, for instance, Montenegro was to annex Herzegovina, and
Austria was merely to take Turkish Croatia and a small adjacent part of
Bosnia contiguous to the Austrian frontier, According to Andrassy's
version, Austria was to annex all of Bosnia and Herzegovina except
certain "extensions" allotted to Serbia and Montenegro "to round them
off," Cf. G. E. Rupp, "The Reichstadt Agreement," in Amer. Hist. Rev,
XXX, 503-510 (April, 1925); and GP., II, 34-37.